Steering Committee Agencies:

e Big Brothers Big Sisters of Rockland County:
Gillian Ballard: (845) 634-2199
GBallard@bbbsofrc.com
www.bbbsofrc.com

o Community Awareness Network for a Drugfree Life and
Environment: Joanne Goodman: (845) 634-6677
jgoodman@candlerockland.org
www.candlerockland.org

e Child Care Resources of Rockland, Inc.:
Jane Brown: (845) 425-0009 x417
janeb@rocklandchildcare.org
www.childcarerockland.org

e Community Involvement Resources Network (CIRN):
Dennis Fleming: (914) 588-0981
djfcirn@aol.com

e Head Start of Rockland, Inc.:
Ouida Foster-Toutebon: (845) 429-4122
otoutebon@headstartofrockland.org
www.headstartofrockland.org

e Palisades Association for the Education of Young

Children (PAEYC): Ouida Foster-Toutebon (845) 429-4122

otoutebon@headstartofrockland.org
www.palisadesaeyc.org

e Rockland 21 Century Collaborative for Children and Youth:

Anne Nissen: (845) 627-KIDS
anissen@rockland21c.org
www.rockland21c.org

e Rockland County Department of Mental Health
Mary Ann Walsh-Tozer: (845) 364-2391
tozerm@co.rockland.ny.us
http://rocklandgov.com/departments/mental-health/

e Rockland County Department of Social Services:
Sue Sherwood: (845) 364-3300
sherwoos@co.rockland.ny.us
http://rocklandgov.com/departments/social-services/

e Rockland County Youth Bureau:
David Farrison: (845) 638-5361
farrisod@co.rockland.ny.us
www.co.rockland.ny.us/youth

e Rockland Teachers’ Center Institute:
Debra Thomas: (845) 942-7600
djtrtc@aol.com
www.rockteach.org

e United Way of Rockland County
Mimi Vilord: (845) 358-8929
mvilord@uwrc.org
WWW.UWIC.0rg

e VCS Inc.:
Gail Golden: (845) 634-5729
ggolden@vcs-inc.org
WWW.VCS-inc.org
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Rockland Children’s Advocacy Network

c/o Child Care Resources of Rockland

235 North Main Street, Suite 11
Spring Valley, New York 10977

Rockland Children’s
Advocacy Network

a coalition 7or our
future generations

“The solution of adult problems tomorrow
depends in large measure upon the way our
children grow up today. There is no greater
insight into the future than recognizing when

we save our children, we save ourselves.”
- Margaret Mead



Rockland Children’s Advocacy Network
(RCAN) was founded in the winter of 2000
by a small group of advocates for children,
youth and family services.

Membership is open to all individuals
interested in making children a top priority
for policy makers: students, parents, civic
groups, not-for-profit organizations and
governmental agencies are all welcome.

The RCAN is a coalition of citizens,
students, public and private organizations
providing an independent voice for the
children of Rockland. RCAN works to
identify the unmet needs of children, to
inform the public and policy-makers about
them, to advocate for innovative solutions
and to encourage community involvement
and collaboration to improve children’s
lives today and in the future.

In our first year, RCAN was successful in

having the County Executive and Legislature

pass a resolution establishing Children’s

Memorial Day on April 28, 2000, as a way of
remembering children who die by violence and

committing to end preventable deaths of
children.

RCAN has been active in communicating its

support to local, state and national leaders for

increasing funds to local public and private
organization for programs in the early
childhood years and out-of-school hours;
urging passage of the national Younger

Americans Act and supporting the adoption of
the United Nations Convention of The Rights
of Children (The U.S. is the only nation that

has not ratified the Convention).

In attempting to advocate for sound social
policy on behalf of children, youth and
families, RCAN poses the following
questions:

« Should all children and families have
health care coverage?

« Should the United States have early
childhood education for all?

« Should teenagers have a community
center easily accessible to meet their
needs?

and

we need to always ask ourselves —
Is it good for the children?

RCAN accepts donations to further our
cause. To donate or for more information,
please contact Jane Brown at

(845) 425-0009 x417 or via email
janeb@rocklandchildcare.org.

Rockland Children’s Advocacy Network
c/o Child Care Resources of Rockland
235 North Main St., Ste. 11
Spring Valley, NY 10977
Fax: (845) 425-5312
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