NEW YORK STATE ASSEMBLY

September 5, 2019

Governor Andrew M. Cuomo
Executive Chamber

State Capitol

Albany, NY 12224

Dear Governor Cuomo:

As members representing districts outside of New York City, we respectfully request that you
fully fund Universal Full-day Pre-K for the entire state in your 2020-21 Executive Budget. As
you know, New York City has a very robust and successful program. School districts in the rest
of the state deserve the same.

New York City is allocated $300 million under the “Statewide Universal Full-day Pre-K
program.” While districts outside of New York City enroll more than half of the public school
students in the state, these districts are only allocated $40 million in funding, which is awarded
through a competitive grant process.

Many districts outside of New York City want to participate in this program, but are unable to do
so due to the lack of funding. In the first round of grant applications in 2015, thirty districts
applied and did not receive funding, many of which were highly rated and eligible. There were
also several districts that never even applied due to the lack of available funding.

The benefits of pre-K are clear. Children who attend pre-K are better prepared for kindergarten
and have improved academic outcomes compared to children who do not. A recent study of pre-
K in North Carolina found that attending pre-K reduced the likelihood that a child would be
placed in special education by a third and that the advantages of attending a high-quality pre-K
program last through the eighth grade.’' Fully funding Universal Full-day Pre-K for the rest of the
state would ensure that all New York children can benefit.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Amy R. Paulin Thomas J. Abinanti Didi Barrett
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Cc:  Carl Heastie, Speaker of the Assembly
Andrea Stewart-Cousins, Temporary President of the Senate
Michael Benedetto, Assembly Education Committee Chair
Shelley Mayer, Senate Education Committee Chair
Melissa DeRosa, Secretary to the Governor
Robert Mujica, Director of the Budget
Kumiki Gibson, Counsel to the Governor
Beth Garvey, Special Counsel and Senior Advisor to the Governor
Blake Washington, Secretary to the Assembly Ways and Means Committee
Matthew Golden, Deputy Director of Budget Studies, Assembly Ways and Means
Committee

" Kenneth Dodge, et. al., Evaluation of North Carolina Early Childhood Program among Middle School Students.
(January 2019) (Duke University, unpublished working paper). Available at:
https://duke.app.box.com/s/ospjbe5z1021crdSilen48vzij3htusS7g




